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Hello Chloe, 

Thank you for submitting your argumentative essay to NetTutor. I’m Jonathan, your reviewer today. 

Strengths:

The strongest point of your paper is that you make two positions very clear: discussing what those who favor college athlete privileges 
say, and what those who oppose them say in paragraphs three and four. Also, in the last paragraph I think you clearly state your 
opposition to college athletes having special academic privileges.

Suggestions:

For an argumentative paper, you need to actually take one of the two sides from the very beginning. Does your first paragraph
take the side of the argument you want to take? If your basic point is buried inside a sentence, the reader may be confused as to where
you stand. I would also recommend that you make sure you clearly answer at least one specific argument of those who favor the 
special treatment of athletes.

Make sure the supporting topics developed in your body paragraphs can be traced directly back to your thesis statement. A thesis 

statement is sort of a road map that tells your reader where you are going. For 
example, if your topic is cheese, tell your reader you will talking about the origins and preparation of 1) 

Limburger, 2) Stilton, and 3) blue cheese.  

  I have made some notes as to where your focus can be stronger, and how your thesis statement could be made a little clearer.   
 Remember that Dr. Murphy requires APA formatting for his assignments, so you will also want to check on APA requirements for citing
 sources, as I notice you did not explain where the quotes at the end of the page came from.  
 
 The first few instances of most issues are highlighted, and suggestions for corrections to be made are

 given where possible. Please use other writing resources, such as APA guides and your school’s library, as 

 well as the given suggestions for corrections to help make revisions and improve your writing. As always,  
 feel free to join a Live Tutoring Session with a tutor to receive immediate feedback on the review of this paper or
 any additional questions you may have. 

 
 Keep up the good work, and thanks for using NetTutor! 
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If you want to use a coordinating conjunction, you would use a comma. If you don't want to use a coodinating conjunction, you would use a 

semicolon. Both methods are effective at joining independent clauses. 

Good presentation of your stance on attendance policies for athletes in your thesis 

statement! Try to develop this thesis further so you provide a more accurate and 

comprehensive view of your entire essay's focus. 

Consider omitting this. 

Please remember to cite the source of this quote.

The direct object seems to be missing here. Education should be the first "what"? over 
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Remember that your nouns should agree in number (singular or plural) with the surrounding context. 

You may want to reconsider using 

anecdotal evidence to support your

argument. Use cited evidence instead 

(unless you are required to do so by Dr. 

Murphy). 

Review guidelines for when hyphenation is necessary to create a compound adjective. 

This phrasing makes it seem as if you have changed your stance on this topic. 
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It's a good idea to remember that two independent clauses are separated by a comma. 

Try to complete the thought of this sentence without using repetitive wording. 

See previous notes on using commas to separate independent clauses. Be sure to check the whole essay for this issue. 

Keep in mind that it is best to avoid 

over-generalizing. Instead, use cited 

evidence to support your claims. 

Please think about having a conclusion that summarizes the key points you are making about athletes and class attendance. This conclusion 

should also reiterate your thesis statement without including new ideas or concepts. 

                               page 4 / 5

User
Pencil



       Proofed Paper: ntp22325 - Fri May 29 11:52:54 EDT 2015
 

Remember to double-check with Dr. Murphy on the required format for this assignment. 

Under the APA guidelines, how is a references page labeled?  

What about the guidelines for first line of a reference and indented margins? 

What are the capitalization guidelines for an APA reference entry?
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