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State
(California)

Federal
Government

College
Universities

Organizations
&

Private 
Companies 

Sources &     Types of Aid 

Gift Aid
(Free)

Loans
(Pay Back)

Fee Waiver = FREE Classes!
Grants = FREE Money!
Scholarships = FREE Money!

Work-Study = EARN a paycheck

Loans = PAY BACK with interest

Where $ Comes From Free – Earn – Pay Back

Work
(Earn)



Types of Aid – For Tuition

Name of Grants Covers Tuition
Cal Grant A/B Up to $5,472 at CSU

Up to $12,240 at UC
Up to $9,084 at Private (non-profit)
Up to $4,000 at Private (for-profit)

State University Grant Covers full system-wide tuition at CSU

UC Grant Covers full system-wide tuition at UC

Blue & Gold Opportunity Plan
 income up to $80,000/year

Covers system wide tuition & fees at UC

Middle Class Scholarship
 income up to $150,000/year

Assist with part of tuition cost at CSU/UC

CCC Board of Governors Fee Waiver Waives tuition cost = free classes at CCC

Please Note:
All grants above pays tuition only.   You can only get one of the above listed grants.



Name of Grants Amount
Pell Grant Up to $5,845 – Lifetime Eligibility 600% Max

Federal SEOG Varies – Priority to Pell eligible students

Cal Grant B Access $1,656 + $600 at CCC for attending full-time

Cal Grant C Up to $547 at CCC
Up to $2,462 at Vocational/Trade

Chafee Grant (Former Foster Youth) Up to $5,000

Institutional Grant Varies

Federal Work-Study On/Off-campus employment (Earn a paycheck)

Direct Student Loans Subsidized:  $3,500 - $5,500  (Need based)
Unsubsidized:  Up to $2,000 (for dep student)

Types of Aid – Cash 



Income/Asset Ceiling Limits:
 www.csac.ca.gov/doc.asp?id=1122

WebGrants for Students:
 https://mygrantinfo.csac.ca.gov/logon.asp

Cal Grant A

At Least
3.0 GPA 

Cal Grant B

At Least
2.0 GPA

Cal Grant C

No Minimum
GPA

Required 

H.S. Seniors – Recent Grads:  
 Meet all Requirements
 Submit by March 2: FAFSA or Dream Act + GPA Verification 
 Cal Grant High School Entitlement Award Means…

http://www.csac.ca.gov/doc.asp?id=1122
https://mygrantinfo.csac.ca.gov/logon.asp


How to Apply

OR

Submit One Application – Not Both!
Application Will Determine Eligibility for ALLTypes of Aid

 FSA ID:  User Name & Password (Student/Parent)
 www.fafsa.gov

 California Dream Act:  www.dream.csac.ca.gov
 For Undocumented, AB540 or DACA Students

http://www.fafsa.gov/
http://www.dream.csac.ca.gov/


When to Apply – Key Deadlines

Do Not Miss – March 2nd Deadline!
 Cal Grants A/B
 State University Grants (CSU)
 UC Grants (UC)
 Middle Class Scholarship (CSU/UC)
 Submit/Re-new every academic year – until you graduate!

CSS/Financial Aid Profile:  
 https://profileonline.collegeboard.org
 Cost:  $25 for application and one college
 $16 for additional colleges

Western Undergraduate Exchange:  
 http://wiche.edu/wue
 Stay in the West – Reduced Tuition 

Private & Out-of-State

May have Earlier Deadlines
Check directly with each college

https://profileonline.collegeboard.org/
http://wiche.edu/wue


FAFSA  & Dream App 
Application Cycle

Starting 2017-2018
• FAFSA available October 1st (2016)
• FAFSA will use “prior-prior-year” 

(PPY) income data
• 2017-2018 FAFSA will use 2015

tax year information
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The FAFSA:  A Seven – Section  Online Form

Section 1 – Student Demographics
Section 2 – School Selection
Section 3 – Dependency Status
Section 4 – Parent Demographics

Section 5 – Financial Information

Section 6 – Sign and Submit

Section 7 – Confirmation

Please Note: 
The CA Dream Act has very 

similar sections! 
However, the log-in process 
and submission process are 

slightly different.



Submit the Correct FAFSA

START 2016-2017
FAFSA

START 2015-2016
FAFSA

Between July 1, 2016 and June 30, 2017

Between July 1, 2015 and June 30, 2016

Fall 2016
Submit “2016-2017”

Summer 2016
Submit “2016-2017”



Click here to make 
Student FSA ID

Getting Started – FSA ID



Help Available on Every Page

? Help Icon 
 Chat (in English or Spanish) 
 Live technical support staff 

Help and Hints
 Located on the right side of any page

Need Help?
 Located at the bottom of any page



Section 1 – Student Demographics

Key “Eligibility” Questions

 Citizenship Status
 Selective Services (Males 18-25)

 www.sss.gov
 High School Completion
 Grade Level in 2016-2017
 What Degree you will be working on
 Will you have your “first bachelor’s”

Very Important!
Enter “Legal Name” as it appears on Social Security Card

Enter correct Social Security Number and Date of Birth (Avoid Typos)

http://www.sss.gov/


Section 2 – School Selection

Important
 List up to 10 schools
 List California colleges first 
 List each college separately 
 Search for Federal School Code
 Indicate Housing Plans 



Section 3 – Dependency Status

Important
If “Yes” to any of these

You must provide documents

Students Under Age 24
Answer “No” to ALL Questions!

There are Some Exceptions…



Section 4 – Parent Demographics

Who is a “Parent”
 Biological and/or Adoptive
 Even if student does not live with them

Provide:
 Correct marital status
 If married, divorced or widowed 

 need date
 Legal Name (Last and First Initial)
 Correct SSN and Date of Birth

 No SSN – enter 000-00-0000
 Number of People in Household
 Number of People in College



Section 5 – Financial Information
Tax Return Filers
 Select “Will file”
 Select “tax filing” status

Non-Tax Return Filers
 Select “Will not file”

Don’t Wait – Estimate! 
 Meet the March 2nd Deadline
 Enter “estimate” of 2015 Income/Assets
 Update amounts after taxes are filed

Cost of 
Attendance 

(COA)

Expected 
Family 

Contribution 
(EFC)

Eligibility 
for Need-
Based Aid



Asset Net Worth = 
Current Value of Assets – What is owed on those assets

Eligibility/EFC Based On: Assets – Do NOT Include:
 Income
 Assets
 No. of people in household
 No. of people in college

 Primary home in which parents live
 Retirement plans such as:

 401k
 pension funds
 Annuities
 non-education IRAs
 Keogh plans, etc.

 Value of life insurance
 UGMA and UTMA accounts for which your 

parents are the custodian, but not the owner

FAFSA4caster
Estimate your eligibility for 

Federal Student Aid
www.fafsa.gov

EFC Does Not Factor in: 
 Debts
 Expenses
 Liabilities 

http://www.fafsa.gov/


Section 6 – Signature Page
Student
 Sign electronically with FSA ID
 Read/mark “Agree” to Terms of Agreement
 Student will click “Sign” 

One Parent
 Sign electronically with FSA ID
 If no SSN – Click “Other Options…”



Section 7 – Confirmation Page

Review and KEEP!
 A copy will be sent via email – don’t delete it!
 Confirms date/time of submission
 Initial submission satisfies March 2nd Deadline
 Make sure ALL colleges are listed
 Expected Family Contribution (EFC)
 Federal Pell Grant Estimate
 Federal Student Loan Eligibility 

2016-2017 Confirmation Page



Next Steps

 Student Aid Report (SAR) – Federal Aid/FAFSA 
 Review and Make Corrections – if necessary

 WebGrants for Students:  State Aid
 Create an account:  www.webgrants4students.org
 Check the status of your Cal Grant, CA Dream Act or Chafee Grant Application
 Review your California Aid Report (CAR) 

 Be PROACTIVE – Check Student Portal, To Do List & Email weekly!

 Verification Documents – Submit on-time!  

 If unsure – Don’t Assume – Ask Questions!

 Scholarships – if you meet eligibility requirements, apply to ALL!

http://www.webgrants4students.org/


KASP Scholarship Program
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KASP Scholars
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Need Help…

FAFSA on the Web – Live Help/Chat:  
 Monday – Friday from 5:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. 
 1-800-4-FED-AID  (1-800-433-3243)
 U.S. Department of Education email at:  

 FederalStudentAidCustomerService@ed.gov

Special/Unusual Circumstances
 Contact/speak with Financial Aid Office
 Ask about “professional judgment” process

Remember:  
It maybe an overwhelming process, but we are here to help! 

mailto:FederalStudentAidCustomerService@ed.gov


FAFSA & Dream Act Open Lab 
 Building 9, Learning Center
 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM

College Resources, Food & Refreshments
 Building 9, CEITL

 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM
SMCCCD Scholarship Session

 Building 9-123 at 11:00 AM
College Funding for Foster Youth

 Building 9-123 at 12:00 PM

Event Schedule
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Questions?
Luanne Canestro canestrol@smccd.edu

Thank You for Attending!

mailto:canestrol@smccd.edu
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